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Newsletter 216 April 2013

Description

Dear Friends,

Finally the rain arrived but gentle it was not! Over 60 mm fell in a very short time so did not soak in. A
week later another 38mm and after a day or so the country took on a green tinge. Now we await the
next fall to keep the bush fresh.



http://www.flickr.com/photos/friendsofchiltern/8653864736/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/friendsofchiltern/8652762217/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/friendsofchiltern/8653865306/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/friendsofchiltern/8653864006/
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the third known recording for the Chiltern section of the park. Others were at Frogs Hollow and Varnish
Track. A Barking Owl, roosting in the old Quince trees, was discovered by a mob of small birds and
eventually they prevailed and it moved on. Another interesting observation, which occupied three of us
for half an hour, was of a party of eight Fairy Wrens feeding on ants.

The huge ant mound was swarming with ants and the wrens would hop onto the mound, snatch an ant
and quickly leave to consume it in safety. We discussed this event and came to the conclusion that
other insect life was very scarce.We also noted that there were no other small birds to be found which
is most unusual for the western edge of the block. Valley No 2 Dam has risen slightly post the rain
events and the birdlife has decreased markedly. On a recent visit no pelicans, ducks, grebes, stilts,
herons or ibis were seen. A Little Eagle and Whistling Kite cruised overhead and a lone Black-fronted
Dotterel was finding enough to eat. The shore is now covered with soft green herbage and a walks
along it provided numerous wrens and Yellow-rumped Thornbjlisstaking advantage of the insect life on
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Rag er Honeyeat fRelea §€\|\|a\
r@é %ﬂl 17th at Magenta Mine area. We are still seeking volunteers
able to assist with this project please contact Glen Johnson

his Wil #ike place on
forugB o tracking. If e
j’"‘- v n@dse.v'.

..... I~ ___,'

would b ~,_ 'a¢

Footer Tagline


http://www.flickr.com/photos/friendsofchiltern/8653865752/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/friendsofchiltern/8653863096/
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box checking as part of our afternoon walk. Looking for Regent Honeyeater arrivals will be part of the
day’s activity. Contact in the field : Eileen 0407 486 480 or 57 261 484
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