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Dear Friends

Despite the early morning chill and mist a group of Friends turned out to lay another

Loo metres of walking track at the freeway stop. Almost one hundred millimetres of rain had fallen since
the first part of the track was laid in June. We were pleased to see that the trackwork had only minor
run-off problems which we hope to solve before next meeting. The shovellers, wheelers and rakers felt
the effects of the rain in the weight of the gravel.

By 10.30 am morning tea was welcome, tea and Elephanta??s Foot was eagerly consumed. If you
would like to experience the delights of Elephanta??s Foot just turn up to the next meeting. Mind you
the toe is fought over!

The final seventy metres will be laid next meeting and ita??s the easiest stretch being flat and close to
the gravel heap.

Once again lunch at the freeway facility proved a winner. The barbecued food soon disappeared as we
enjoyed the warmth of the sun. Following lunch our walk took the form of helping Bruce and Bob to
complete the nest log inspections. This was completed by 5pm just as the rain set in.

Around the park.

Orchid leaves and rosettes are abundant promising an interesting late winter and spring display. Wattle-
birds, Little Lorikeets and many smaller honeyeaters are plentiful in the flowering Grey Box and
Ironbark. No Friar-birds or Swift Parrots have been recorded for June,
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Fungi, mosses and lichens are at their best in the moist, cool conditions. An interesting fungi which is
plentiful this year is the Vegetable Caterpillar, Cordyceps gunnii. This fungus is found in areas of deep
forest litter. It is especially interesting since it is parasitic. One host caterpillar of C. gunnhi is the larvae
of the Swift Moth.

Briefly, the life cycle is as follows: The moths lay their eggs on vegetation or just drop them as they fly.
When they hatch the larvae tunnel into the soil. The spores of the fungus are either swallowed by the
larvae or they stick to its soft body, germinate and enter the skin by means of a slender tube. Inside the
victima??s body the fungus multiplies until the whole body is filled with fungal threads {hyphae)which
destroy the larvae leaving only the thin shell. When the Cordyceps has consumed the host body it
develops its club shaped fruiting body. The fungi may reach a depth of 30cms in the soil, depending
upon how deeply the host larvae had burrowed.

Club —
W&t,’oh-ﬁﬁ
celouy y
bpore
yeliow s threadsy
I_v*xfl \f ' Ground_leue| .
hosk skin
A
K
}‘g"ﬁ
‘i;s. had
v
N\

Information summarized from &??Victorian Toadstools and Mushroomséa?e by J.Willis.
Dharnya excursion:
This was very successful. Thanks go to John Reeve for the organisation.

On the 17th of June a group of Friends went to Barmah State Park. We went on a few walks and
looked at some big trees. It was wet underfoot in places. The camp area was great. There was a lot of
space. There was a centre called Dharnya. It was full of aboriginal artifacts. There were weapons,
stones, canoes and a lot of other things. On the way home we went to Ulupna Island and saw about 20
Koalas. It was fantastic. | had a great time and [a??m sure everyone else did.

Thank you Mr Reeve.

Sally Walsh . .

Visit to Dharnya Centre and Barmah State Park

On Saturday 17 June, fifteen Friends and friends of Friends departed Corowa in perfect weather and
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traveled to Barmah, After morning tea and a visit to 4??the smallest bottle shop in Australiad?e
{maximum three Friends at a time, we proceeded to Dharnya and settled into the excellent

accommodation.
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Australia is
richly endowed
in sustainable
sources of
energy - sun
and wind,

A lucky country mdead. But we are not so
lucky when i comes to having beaders who
are prepared 10 invest in a clean fuliire

In his book. The Big Swirch, clean energy
fiar e hwennefic! century, Gavin Gilchrist
demansirales there are abundant resources
and the technology to use them,

But our politicians and the chiefs of the
energy Industry are still locked In the coal
based technalogy of the Industrial revalu

Gilchrist, the national medical and scisr
repeirter for ABC TV, writes: “The energy ser.
vices we really want from electricity - light
heal, refrigeration, power 1o move things -
can all be grovided fbor less energy.

But less energy means less sales and less
profits to the power company. And singe our
power companies are publicly owned that
means reduted profits to state governmends
wha use their power authorithes as tax colbegs
tors,

Gilchrist believes companies and govern-
mentis have agreed 1o an unwritten pact to
nat promate energy-eliicient technologles.

tion, (The burning of lossil luels = coal, oll
and gas - ks causing global warming.) d

Category

The big switch

*svemsveres Ourfaliure 1o use them

Power has ensured that all con-
sumers are being over-
:::ﬂﬂl" charged.'

Although electricity is
governments  promated as the ‘clean’
won'f fuel, over eighty per

cent of Australian elec-
promate tricity Is generated by
clean anergy burning coal.

The Federal Govern-
ment has agreed to stabilise greenhouse gas
emissions by the year 2000, But the power
Industry has growth plans lor Queensland,
MNEW, Victorla and South Australia.

This will take carbon diodde emission bov-
el to abaut 23 per cent above the nationally
agreed farges by 2000,

The book shows that alternative technalo-

dy exists. Now the authorities must

beasted the

station design and the wo
for solar energy collaciors,

They alsi developed the world's highest
perlarming silican solar cell, and designed
and manwlactured world-class electronics
essential lor the control of renswabie energy
syslems,

All this technology is already being used
on a wide scale n America,
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US power companles actually encourage
the use of renewable energy resources, and

large scale production already exists.

Yo can lease solar equipment. A number
ol companies odfer up te 50 per cent rebates
on the cost of solar hot water systems,

S0, why Isn't Australia making the big

i wwitch?

According to Glichrist: "What Australia

lacks s governments and

power com-

panies which act on behalf of all the commu-
nity rather than serving narrow sectional

Intenesis.”

* The Big Swirch 18 published by Allen &
Unwin and costs §16.55
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Did you know?

* Tha wind blowing across
Sputhewesiom Wesi Aus-
traha could gengrate 45
tmes Austrelia’s tatal alec
Iricity consumptian,

15,000 times mere energy
fram 1he sun strikes the
lend than we use fram all
ather &nergdy sources,

of INe country’s needs.
Froen The Big Switch

* Evary day in Austrafia * The winds of Tasmania
could generate twe thirds
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