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Friends of Chiltern Mt Pilot NP Newsletter 244 October 2015

Dear Friends,

An enthusiastic group set off to tackle the briars on the grassland block and to spray scattered patches
of Freesias in the park and along the Howlong Rd through the park. The morning warmed up quickly
and the briar killers certainly had the hardest task for the morning. The briar task on this block will be a
real challenge. Some of the treated ones have re-sprouted and like the olives will require ongoing
monitoring. After a chat and lunch we wound up for the day.

It is calendar time again and Neville and | have worked on the basic outline for the 2106 version. We
expect the calendars to be ready by November 13th and are pleased to say the price will remain at $20
and orders are already rolling in.

Insurance for Friends Members

Under Parks Victoria’s requirements each person is asked to provide their contact details and
emergency contact details to be held on a database in case of any injury claim. | will circulate the form
by email and would ask that members forward this information as soon as possible.Those who have
already completed the form please disregard this request.

Around the Park

It is Chocolate Lily time again and over the next few weeks the park will be purple-tinged with splashes
of yellow provided by Yam Daisies and Golden Everlastings. The early Donkey Orchids, Diuris pardina,
have not enjoyed the sudden spell of heat. We have said goodbye to this year’s splendid show of
wattles which are now festooned with pods. There are still some good patches of flowering in the park,
mostly of White and Red Box.

The incredible noise of Noisy and Little Friarbirds will alert you to those patches. Painted Honeyeaters
are calling at Honeyeater Picnic spot and at Bartley’s Block. Pallid Cuckoos are in good voice
everywhere and the odd Swift Parrot can still be found, but not for much longer for soon they will be
Tasmania bound for the breeding season. White-Winged Trillers, Rufous Whistlers and noisy Rufous
Songlarks have returned along with the Western and White-throated Warblers. All up it is a great time
to be in the park. On the downside, we still have no reports of Hooded Robins in or close to the park.
Richard continues to monitor the nest boxes and all should have been inspected by the end of
November. We are still hoping to get Feathertail Gliders as occupants. An unexpected find in the latest
survey was a family of Yellow-footed Antechinus snuggling into a very dry leafy nest! Over the many
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years of monitoring this is the first record of Antechinus occupancy.

Camouflage at its best

There was a hopping movement on a granite boulder at Mt Pilot. It took a moment or two to locate the
hopper which was the same greyish colour of the granite. The quite prehistoric looking creature turned
out to be a Gum Leaf Grasshopper. Curiously this species lives on the ground among the dry leaves
according to David Rentz, in his book “Grasshopper Country”.
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/friendsofchiltern/21774776740/in/album-72157659469033212/
http://www.ozanimals.com/Insect/Gumleaf-Grasshopper/Goniaea/sp.html
https://www.flickr.com/photos/friendsofchiltern/21937776976/in/dateposted-public/
https://www.facebook.com/ArthursCreekDistrictLandcareGroup
https://www.flickr.com/photos/friendsofchiltern/21774770810/in/album-72157659469033212/
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their nesting territory! A pair “saw me off” in no uncertain terms while in the park. | of course
apologised to them for the intrusion. It was quite an amazing experience”

From Jan came this report: “Mind you, the bush has its dangers: while spraying
River Paddock | came upon a huge commotion of choughs and a newly fi
picked it up and it let out a primeval scream and next moment I'd been hit

the next chough’s blow was deflected by my arm boxing fashion. — Despi

the tree-tops in white-winged fury ready to plummet as one, | had to keep
placed it in branch out of reach of foxes. Luckily it had the very good sensg
Google but found no record of choughs attacking people. No doubt mostip
not to mess with chough children!”
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/friendsofchiltern/21774774740/in/album-72157659469033212/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/friendsofchiltern/21341735663/in/album-72157659469033212/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/friendsofchiltern/21936698286/in/album-72157659469033212/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/friendsofchiltern/21950739702/in/album-72157659469033212/
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activity will be decided closer to the day. NB: if you are not on email please make contact to me on
0357 261 484 for details of any changes.

Friends Facebook Group now has 167 members

We are a group of people interested in Chiltern Mt Pilot National Park in North-Eastern Victoria. People
can find much more information on the Park, activities of the Friends and membership details at
http://friendsofchiltern.org.au/

Why not become a Member, not just a Facebook member? only $15 a year!

2016 Friends Calendars Available from Mid November

The 2016 calendars will cost $20 plus $9.45 postage This is now the flat rate for ONE calendar
countrywide and includes the cost of a padded bag. Interstate postage for two or more calendars is
$15.15, which is parcel rate.

For 2 to 3 calendars in same bag (max 3 per bag) add $5:00 Please forward your order and cheque to:

Friends of Chiltern N.P. P.O. Box 60 Chiltern 3683. A limited number will be printed.
L e ) enclose paymentof $.............. for............ calendar/s
Address:

Phone:....................
=11 F= 1L

If you wish to use electronic payment the details are:

Acc Name: Friends of Chiltern-Mt Pilot National Park
Bank: WAW Credit Union Co-operative Ltd (Cuscal Limited)

BSB number: 803070

Acc number: 81167

Please add your surname to the transaction.

Advise Neville (neville@nrbartlett.com.au) when you have made the payment so that we can keep
track of payments.
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